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In September 2008 Horizon, the University of Pennsylvania Health Systems and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia announced that their hospital network agreements were terminated. This has a significant impact on people with multiple sclerosis as more than 3,000 people have the disease in the South Jersey region and seek their medical care from one of these centers. 
The Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania’s MS Center is the largest center in our region, providing care to more than 3,000 people with multiple sclerosis per year. Many of these people come from the South Jersey area for care as there is no MS Center in the South Jersey region.  65% of those covered under private insurance see an MS Specialist and 61% on covered under Medicare see a specialist.  65% of those who see a neurologist go more than one time per year. 
The costs associated with MS care are astronomical. It is estimated that a person with MS will spend close to $50,000 per year on medical costs.
There are 10,000 children in the United States with multiple sclerosis. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s MS Center offers the only pediatric multiple sclerosis center in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware.  

Multiple sclerosis is a complex, unpredictable disease. It demands treatment from a health care professional who is a specialist in the field. It can take years for a person to identify and develop their MS treatment team. 
The Greater Delaware Valley Chapter urges Horizon, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania to sit down and negotiate to come to an agreement so that those with multiple sclerosis can continue to receive the necessary care and treatment. 

What is the New Jersey Chapter Advocacy Network (NJCAN)?

Our MS activists are members of the New Jersey Chapter Advocacy Network (NJCAN), a collaborative group of individuals who want to do something about MS now and the two New Jersey chapters of the National MS Society. The NJCAN strives to address the challenges of each person whose life is affected by MS through legislative or regulatory changes. We work to create and improve resources for New Jersey residents living with MS.
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